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ALFRED GEORGE BAIRSTOW — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.53 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the recent passing of 
Alfred George Bairstow. In 2010, Fred received the Emergency Services Medal for his dedicated service to the 
Albany Sea Rescue Squad of which he was a life member. From its conception in 1975, Fred played a huge role 
in the development and progress of the squad to bring it to where it is today. In the early days he was skipper and 
was doing hands-on fundraising alongside his brother-in-law Bill Seymour. For 11 years he was heavily 
involved in projects with other members, such as building demolitions, cake stalls, picking mallee roots, bagging 
sheep manure and selling car raffle tickets outside the city post office. If machinery or boats were required, the 
task was left to Fred. As a professional master mariner, Fred was the go-to skipper for the longer offshore and 
along-coast rescues or long tows. Crews who went with him had a great sense of wellbeing, knowing that with 
Fred as skipper they were in safe hands because he would always make decisions based on the safety of his crew 
and the vessel. Fred held the positions of vice president, boat captain, engineer, training officer and, finally, 
patron up to his passing. He was invaluable to the training of crews and passing on his local knowledge and 
experience as an old local seafarer. In a social atmosphere, Fred and his brother Wally provided entertainment, 
playing their instruments for evenings and get-togethers. Fred was one of life’s true gentlemen and was also 
active in the Mission to Seafarers and the Uniting Church. Farewell, fair weather and fair sailing.  
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